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Departmental Course Description: INRW 0300 serves as a paired support course for students 
enrolled in ENGL 1301 who are not yet TSI-complete in reading and/or writing. The focus is on 
teaching students critical reading and academic writing skills to equip them for success in 
Composition I. Successful completion of this course fulfills TSI requirements for reading and/or 
writing.  

Scope/Purpose: INRW 0300 serves as a paired support course for students enrolled in ENGL 
1301 who are not yet TSI-complete in reading and/or writing. The focus is on teaching students 
critical reading and academic writing skills to equip them for success in Composition I. 
Successful completion of this course fulfills TSI requirements for reading and/or writing.  

Student Learning Objectives: Upon successful completion of this course, students will: 

1. Locate explicit textual information, draw complex inferences, and describe, analyze, and 
evaluate the information within and across multiple texts of varying lengths. 

2. Comprehend and use vocabulary effectively in oral communication, reading, and writing. 
3. Identify and analyze the audience, purpose, and message across a variety of texts. 
4. Describe and apply the insights gained from reading and writing a variety of texts. 
5. Compose a variety of texts that demonstrate reading comprehension, clear focus, logical 

development of ideas, and use of appropriate language that advance the writer’s purpose. 
6. Determine and use effective approaches and rhetorical strategies for given reading and 

writing situations. 
7. Generate ideas and gather information relevant to the topic and purpose, incorporating 

the ideas and words of other writers in student writing using established strategies. 
8. Evaluate the relevance and quality of ideas and information in recognizing, formulating, 

and developing a claim. 
9. Develop and use effective reading and revision strategies to strengthen the writer’s ability 

to compose college-level writing assignments. 
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1 0. R e c o g ni z e a n d a p pl y t h e c o n v e nti o ns of St a n d ar d E n glis h i n r e a di n g a n d writi n g.  

 

R e q ui r e d T e xts a n d S u p pli es:   

T h e Lif e W e B ur y  b y All e n Es ki ns ( N e e d b y F e br u ar y 5t h)  

A c c ess t o a c o m p ut er wit h I nt er n et a c c ess   

A n a cti v e S P C e m ail a c c o u nt   

S u g g est e d T e xts a n d S u p pli es:   

A st a n d ar d c oll e gi at e di cti o n ar y, s u c h as M erri a m W e bst er C oll e gi at e Di cti o n ar y   

A fl as h dri v e or i nt er n et cl o u d st or a g e  

C o u rs e R e q ui r e m e nts:   

St u d e nts will r e a d s h ort st ori es, p o e ms, a n d ess a ys fr o m all ar e as of t h e h u m a niti es, will  

p arti ci p at e i n cl ass dis c ussi o ns of t h e r e a di n gs, a n d will b e t est e d o v er t h eir u n d erst a n di n g  

of t h e r e a di n gs t hr o u g h q ui z z es, e x a mi n ati o ns, a n d/ or writt e n assi g n m e nts.  

I n di vi d u al i nstr u ct ors m a y r e q uir e a d diti o n al writi n g assi g n m e nts i n cl u di n g, b ut n ot 

li mit e d t o, r es u m es, b usi n ess l ett ers, h o m e w or k or r e a cti o n p a p ers, a n d j o ur n al e ntri es. 

I n di vi d u al i nstr u ct ors m a y als o r e q uir e q ui z z es or e x a mi n ati o ns c o v eri n g, b ut n ot li mit e d 

t o, gr a m m ar, r e a di n g assi g n m e nts, l o gi c, a n d r h et ori c al m o d es.  

G r a di n g of C o u rs e w o r k:   

P arti ci p ati o n/ D ail y Writi n g E x er cis es 1 0 %   

J o ur n al/ Dis c ussi o n B o ar ds 1 5 %  

Gr a m m ar E x er cis es 1 5 %  

Mi dt er m E x a m 2 0 % ( w e e k 8)  

Fi n al E x a m 4 0 % ( w e e k 1 6)  

G r a di n g S c al e:   

A- 1 0 0- 9 0 %  
B- 8 9- 8 0 %  
C- 7 9- 7 0 %  
D- 6 9- 6 0 %  

      F – 5 9- 0 % 



 

F o r m at of Assi g n m e nts:  As y o u will dis c o v er, p art of t h e writ er’s j o b is t o or c h estr at e h o w t h e 

r e a d er p er c ei v es t h e i d e as a n d o pi ni o ns pr es e nt e d. T o t h at e n d, m eti c ul o us att e nti o n n e e ds t o b e 

gi v e n t o t h e f ull pr es e nt ati o n of p a p ers.   

All assi g n m e nts n e e d t o c o nf or m t o M L A st a n d ar ds.   

All assi g n m e nts s h o ul d b e t y p e d or c o m p ut er g e n er at e d p a p ers wit h all t e xt i n Ti m es  

N e w R o m a n, 1 2 p oi nt f o nt.   

All assi g n m e nts s h o ul d h a v e 1 " m ar gi ns o n t h e si d es, t o p, a n d b ott o m.   

Y o ur n a m e, s e cti o n n u m b er, a n d d at e s h o ul d b e i n t h e u p p er l eft ( or ri g ht) h a n d c or n er of  

t h e first s h e et, a n d y o ur l ast n a m e wit h t h e p a g e n u m b er s h o ul d a p p e ar o n t h e t o p ri g ht of 

a n y r e m ai ni n g p a g es.   

Dr afts s h o ul d b e cl e arl y l a b el e d as t o 1st or fi n al.   

Assi g n m e nts wit h m ulti pl e p a g es m ust b e st a pl e d.   

F ail ur e t o c o nf or m t o t h e a b o v e g ui d eli n es wit h o ut pri or a p pr o v al fr o m m e m a y r es ult i n  

a r e d u cti o n of cr e dit f or t h at assi g n m e nt.   

R e m e m b er als o t h at all el e ctr o ni c all y-s u b mitt e d assi g n m e nts m a y b e pr o c ess e d t hr o u g h  

T ur niti n. C o m t o v erif y ori gi n alit y.  

M et h o ds of E v al u ati o n:  St u d e nts' w or k is e v al u at e d b y m e a ns of A, B, C, D, F: S u p eri or, G o o d, 

A v er a g e, P o or, a n d U n a c c e pt a bl e. N u m eri c al gr a d es ar e assi g n e d f or c o n v e ni e n c e i n a v er a gi n g  

gr a d es o nl y.   

All assi g n m e nts m ust b e c o m pl et e d a n d t ur n e d i n o n t h e d at e d u e b ef or e a st u d e nt will r e c ei v e  

cr e dit f or t h e assi g n m e nt.   

Ess a ys a n d writi n g assi g n m e nts will b e e v al u at e d a c c or di n g t o t h e f oll o wi n g crit eri a:   

1. Us e of t h e c o n v e nti o ns of st a n d ar d gr a m m ar;   

2. Us e of t h e a p pr o pri at e m et h o d of d e v el o p m e nt f or t h e assi g n m e nt;   

3. Us e of t h e pri n ci pl es of u nit y a n d c o h er e n c e; a n d   

4. Us e of l o gi c al, f a ct u al ar g u m e nts t o a d v a n c e t h e t h esis of t h e assi g n m e nt.   

S u p e ri o r Ess a ys ( A)  T h es e ess a ys m e et all t h e c o n v e nti o ns list e d f or G o o d Ess a ys, b ut t h e w or k 

is m or e ori gi n al, m or e i ns pir e d, a n d m or e m at ur el y pr es e nt e d. T o r e c ei v e a n “ A ”, a n ess a y 

c a n n ot c o nt ai n m or e t h a n o n e m aj or gr a m m ati c al err or.   

G o o d Ess a ys ( B)  C e ntr al I d e a: pr es e nts a si g nifi c a nt a n d i nt er esti n g c e ntr al i d e a, cl e arl y d efi n e d 

a n d s u p p ort e d wit h s u bst a nti al, c o n cr et e, a n d c o nsist e ntl y r el e v a nt d et ail.  

Or g a ni z ati o n/ D e v el o p m e nt: h a n dl e d s o t h at t h e ess a y c o n v e ys a s e ns e of c o ntr olli n g p ur p os e a n d  

or d erl y pr o gr essi o n; t h e t h o u g ht m o v es — cl e arl y, c o h er e ntl y, a n d wit h c o m p elli n g l o gi c t o w ar d a  

c o n cl usi o n; p ar a gr a p hs ar e d e v el o p e d wit h s uffi ci e nt s u p p ort a n d s uit a bl e pr o p orti o n a n d  

e m p h asis; tr a nsiti o ns b et w e e n p ar a gr a p hs ar e e x pli cit a n d gr a c ef ul. S e nt e n c e Str u ct ur e: s killf ull y  

c o nstr u ct e d a n d dis pl a yi n g fl u e n c y, e c o n o m y, a n d eff e cti v e v ari et y; t o g et h er wit h di cti o n,  



 

sentence structure is the best evidence of style, the distinctive, natural display of a good mind at 
work. Diction: everywhere appropriate to the writer’s subject, purpose, audience, and occasion; 
distinctive in precision, economy, and the idiomatic use of General English. Mechanics: notable 
for the consistent use of conventional General English grammar, punctuation, and spelling; any 
errors are minor and do not detract significantly from the generally high quality of the essay as a 
whole. If the content and development are particularly good, an essay may receive a “B” with 
two major grammatical errors.  

Average Essays (C)  Central Idea: is apparent but may be trite, general, or self-evident; the idea 
is supported with some concrete detail, but detail that is occasionally repetitious, irrelevant, or 
sketchy. Organization/Development: plan and method of the essay apparent but not consistently 
fulfilled; developed with occasional disproportion or inappropriate emphasis; paragraphs unified, 
coherent, and usually effective in development; transitions between paragraphs clear but 
sometimes abrupt, mechanical, or monotonous. Sentence Structure: most sentences correctly 
structured but lacking in variety, economy, or forcefulness. Diction: appropriate to the subject, 
purpose, audience, and occasion; generally clear and idiomatic but not distinctive; some misuse 
of words may occur. Mechanics: clarity and effectiveness of expression are weakened by 
occasional lapses from conventional General English grammar, punctuation, and spelling. An 
essay cannot get above a “C” if it contains three major grammatical errors.  

Poor Essays (D)  Central Idea: is vague or confused or too large or general; unsupported by 
specific, concrete, relevant detail. Organization/Development: plan and purpose of the essay are 
not apparent; either the generalizations are left undeveloped, or they are developed by detail that 
is irrelevant, or inconsistent; paragraphs lack unity, coherence, or support; if there are any 
transitions between paragraphs, they may be unclear, misleading, or ineffective; thought and 
planning may display illogic or insufficient effort. Sentence Structure: sentences lacking in unity 
or coherence; run-ons, comma splices, or fragments may exist; expression is generally marked 
by serious and/or frequent awkwardness, incompleteness, ambiguity, redundancy, or immaturity; 
coordination may be excessive with a subsequent lack of appropriate subordination. Diction: 
inappropriate expression in being vague, imprecise, unidiomatic, immature, too colloquial, or 
substandard. Mechanics: clarity of meaning is obscured by frequent or serious departures from 
conventional General English grammar, punctuation, and spelling. Under no circumstances will a 
paper with more than four major grammatical errors receive more than a “D”.  

Unacceptable Essays (F)  An essay fails when it lacks a central idea, when it is clear that the 
writer has no subject, purpose, or reason for writing, or if the writer has clearly not put forth an 
effort to complete the assignment to the best of her or his ability. An essay may also fail when it 
exhibits a total inability to develop its central idea or when it demonstrates incompetence in the 
use of conventional General English. Under no circumstances will an essay receive higher than 
an “F” if it contains five or more major grammatical errors, and an essay may receive an “F” 
with three major errors if the content and development are not particularly strong.  



 

N o Ess a ys ( 0)  A n y ess a y, or ot h er assi g n m e nt, n ot writt e n a n d t ur n e d i n r e c ei v es a Z er o a n d is 

a v er a g e d.  

L at e W o r k:  E x c e pt i n s p e ci al cir c u mst a n c es, l at e w or k will n ot b e a c c e pt e d, s o t h e assi g n m e nt 

m ust b e t ur n e d i n o n ti m e. Li k e i n t h e w orl d of w or k, t h e j o b m ust b e d o n e ri g ht t h e first ti m e,  

a n d c o m pl et e d o n ti m e, or n o cr e dit is gi v e n.  

Att e n d a n c e:  R e g ul ar att e n d a n c e is i m p er ati v e f or s u c c essf ul c o m pl eti o n of t his c o urs e. M er e 

p h ysi c al pr es e n c e, h o w e v er, is n ot e n o u g h t o m ast er t h e l e ar ni n g o bj e cti v es o utli n e d i n t his  

s yll a b us. Y o u m ust als o b e pr e p ar e d f or e a c h cl ass. T his i n cl u d es h a vi n g r e a d t h e assi g n m e nt,  

b ei n g r e a d y t o dis c uss t h e t o pi c, a n d h a vi n g c o m pl et e d a n y writi n g assi g n m e nts t h at w er e d u e.  

A bs e n c e P oli c y:  A n y st u d e nt w h o miss es m or e t h a n f o ur cl ass s essi o ns s h all b e dr o p p e d wit h a 

gr a d e of “ X ” if t h e st u d e nt h as a p assi n g gr a d e a v er a g e at t h at ti m e. If t h e st u d e nt is f aili n g, d u e  

t o p o or w or k or missi n g assi g n m e nts, t h e st u d e nt will b e gi v e n a gr a d e of “ F ”. I n s p e ci al c as es 

b e c a us e of e xt e n u ati n g cir c u mst a n c es, a st u d e nt m a y miss m or e t h a n f o ur a bs e n c es a n d n ot b e  

dr o p p e d, b ut t h e st u d e nt m ust i m m e di at el y n otif y t h e i nstr u ct or of t h e att e n d a n c e diffi c ult y a n d  

s u b mit pr o of of t h os e e xt e n u ati n g cir c u mst a n c es, es p e ci all y if t h e st u d e nt alr e a d y h as s ur p ass e d  

t h e f o ur all o w e d a bs e n c es. " W h e n e v er a bs e n c es b e c o m e e x c essi v e a n d, i n t h e i nstr u ct or's 

o pi ni o n, mi ni m u m c o urs e o bj e cti v es c a n n ot b e m et d u e t o a bs e n c es, t h e st u d e nt s h o ul d b e  

wit h dr a w n fr o m t h e c o urs e " ( S P C G e n er al C at al o g, p. 2 0). St u d e nts s h o ul d c o ns ult t h e G e n er al  

C at al o g o n p p. 2 0- 2 2 f or t h e c oll e g e's d et ail e d p oli c y o n cl ass att e n d a n c e a n d dr o ps &  

wit h dr a w als. St u d e nts h a v e t h eir o w n r es p o nsi bilit y f or dr o p pi n g a cl ass f or t o o m a n y a bs e n c es  

or t o o m u c h miss e d w or k.  

 A c a d e mi c I nt e g rit y — Pl a gi a ris m a n d C h e ati n g: “It is t h e ai m of t h e f a c ult y of S o ut h Pl ai ns  

C oll e g e t o f ost er a s pirit of c o m pl et e h o n est y a n d a hi g h st a n d ar d of i nt e grit y. T h e att e m pt of a n y  

st u d e nt t o pr es e nt as his or h er o w n a n y w or k w hi c h h e or s h e h as n ot h o n estl y p erf or m e d is  

r e g ar d e d b y t h e f a c ult y a n d a d mi nistr ati o n as a m ost s eri o us off e ns e a n d r e n d ers t h e off e n d er  

li a bl e t o s eri o us c o ns e q u e n c es, p ossi bl y s us p e nsi o n ” ( S P C G e n er al C at al o g, p. 2 3). " C o m pl et e 

h o n est y is r e q uir e d of t h e st u d e nt i n t h e pr es e nt ati o n of a n y a n d all p h as es of c o urs e w or k. T his  

a p pli es t o q ui z z es of w h at e v er l e n gt h as w ell as t o fi n al e x a mi n ati o ns, t o d ail y r e p orts a n d t o  

t er m p a p ers " ( S P C G e n er al C at al o g, p. 2 3). St u d e nts s h o ul d c o ns ult t h e G e n er al C at al o g o n p. 2 3 

f or t h e c oll e g e's d et ail e d p oli ci es o n pl a gi aris m a n d c h e ati n g. F ail ur e t o c o m pl y wit h t h es e 

p oli ci es will r es ult i n a n F f or t h e assi g n m e nt a n d c a n r es ult i n a n F f or t h e c o urs e if  

cir c u mst a n c es w arr a nt.   

C ell P h o n es, I p o ds, Bl a c k b e r ri es, L a pt o ps, et c.:  Pl e as e sil e n c e all el e ctr o ni cs pri or t o e nt eri n g 

t h e cl assr o o m a n d r e m e m b er t h e f oll o wi n g 2 g ui d eli n es: 

T h e cl assr o o m is a c o m m u n al e n vir o n m e nt w hi c h r e q uir es e a c h st u d e nt t o r es p e ct t h e  

l e ar ni n g e x p eri e n c es of t h e ot h ers. Pl e as e c o nsi d er h o w y o ur d e vi c es m a y i m p a ct, a n d i n 

s o m e c as es si m pl y a n n o y, ot h ers w h o sit n e ar y o u.   



 

Y o u e nr oll e d i n, a n d p ai d f or, t his cl ass wit h a s p e cifi c p ur p os e i n mi n d, w h et h er it is t o  

i m pr o v e y o ur writi n g s kills or t o f ulfill a c or e r e q uir e m e nt. W hil e s urfi n g o n F a c e b o o k, 

t e xt- m ess a gi n g a fri e n d, or pl a yi n g P o k é m o n G o mi g ht b e m or e f u n, r e ali z e t h at s u c h 

a cti o ns will i m p air y o ur pr o gr ess i n t his cl ass ( a n d y es, b y pr o gr ess I d o m e a n y o ur fi n al  

gr a d e).   

St u d e nts wit h Dis a biliti es:  St u d e nts wit h dis a biliti es, i n cl u di n g b ut n ot li mit e d t o p h ysi c al, 

ps y c hi atri c or l e ar ni n g dis a biliti es, w h o wis h t o r e q u est a c c o m m o d ati o ns i n t his cl ass s h o ul d  

n otif y t h e Dis a bilit y S er vi c es Offi c e e arl y i n t h e s e m est er s o t h at t h e a p pr o pri at e arr a n g e m e nts  

m a y b e m a d e. I n a c c or d a n c e wit h f e d er al l a w, a st u d e nt r e q u esti n g a c c o m m o d ati o ns m ust  

pr o vi d e a c c e pt a bl e d o c u m e nt ati o n of his/ h er dis a bilit y t o t h e Dis a bilit y S er vi c es Offi c e. F or  

m or e i nf or m ati o n, c all or visit t h e Dis a bilit y S er vi c es Offi c e t hr o u g h t h e G ui d a n c e a n d  

C o u ns eli n g C e nt ers at R e es e C e nt er ( B uil di n g 8) 7 1 6- 4 6 0 6, or L e v ell a n d ( St u d e nt S er vi c es  

B uil di n g) 7 1 6- 2 5 7 7.   

St at e m e nt of N o n dis c ri mi n ati o n:  It is t h e p oli c y of t his i nstr u ct or n ot t o dis cri mi n at e o n t h e 

b asis of a g e, c ol or, dis a bilit y, et h ni cit y, g e n d er, n ati o n al ori gi n, r a c e, r eli gi o n, s e x u al ori e nt ati o n,  

or v et er a n st at us.   

St at e m e nt of Di v e rsit y:  I n t his cl ass, t h e i nstr u ct or will est a blis h a n d s u p p ort a n e n vir o n m e nt 

t h at v al u es a n d n urt ur es i n di vi d u al a n d gr o u p diff er e n c es a n d e n c o ur a g es e n g a g e m e nt a n d 

i nt er a cti o n.  

U n d erst a n di n g a n d r es p e cti n g m ulti pl e e x p eri e n c es a n d p ers p e cti v es will s er v e t o c h all e n g e a n d  

sti m ul at e all of us t o l e ar n a b o ut ot h ers, a b o ut t h e l ar g er w orl d, a n d a b o ut o urs el v es. B y  

pr o m oti n g di v ersit y a n d i nt ell e ct u al e x c h a n g e, w e will n ot o nl y mirr or s o ci et y as it is, b ut als o  

m o d el s o ci et y as it s h o ul d a n d c a n b e.  

F a c e C o v e ri n g:  It is t h e p oli c y of S o ut h Pl ai ns C oll e g e f or t h e F all 2 0 2 0 s e m est er t h at as a 

c o n diti o n of o n- c a m p us e nr oll m e nt, all st u d e nts ar e r e q uir e d t o e n g a g e i n s af e b e h a vi ors t o a v oi d  

t h e s pr e a d of C O VI D- 1 9 i n t h e S P C c o m m u nit y. S u c h b e h a vi ors s p e cifi c all y i n cl u d e t h e 

r e q uir e m e nt t h at all st u d e nts pr o p erl y w e ar C D C- c o m pli a nt f a c e c o v eri n gs w hil e i n S P C 

b uil di n gs i n cl u di n g i n cl assr o o ms, l a bs, h all w a ys, a n d r estr o o ms. F ail ur e t o c o m pl y wit h t his  

p oli c y m a y r es ult i n dis miss al fr o m t h e c urr e nt cl ass s essi o n. If t h e st u d e nt r ef us es t o l e a v e t h e  

cl assr o o m or l a b aft er b ei n g dis miss e d, t h e st u d e nt m a y b e r ef err e d t o t h e D e a n of St u d e nts o n  

t h e L e v ell a n d c a m p us or t h e D e a n/ Dir e ct or of e xt er n al c e nt ers f or St u d e nt C o d e of C o n d u ct 

Vi ol ati o n.  

 

 

 

 



 

Class Schedule 

All assignments are to be completed before the day they are listed. Submission of all assignments 
is the responsibility of the student. Please refer to the course syllabus for the complete class 
policy of late papers. I also reserve the right to modify this schedule according to class needs. 

Week 1:  

August 24th -28th  

Course Introduction, Syllabus, Writing Process 

Week 2:  

August 31st - September 4th  

Narrative/Descriptive Writing; #CUSS; No Red Ink; Nouns & Pronouns 

Homework: No Red Ink (Nouns & Pronouns); Rough draft Narrative/Descriptive Essay Due 
Friday, September 4th 

Week 3:  

September 8th - 11th (Labor Day Break) 

Writing Lab; Editing & Revising; Verbs; Introduce The Life We Bury; 

Homework: No Red Ink (Verbs);  Reading Notes part 1; Final Draft Narrative/Descriptive Due 
Friday, September 18th 

Week 4:  

September 14th - 18th 

Exemplification Essay; Adjectives & Adverbs 

Homework: No Red Ink (Adjectives & Adverbs);  Reading Notes part 2 

Week 5:  

September 21st - 25th 

Process Essay; Prepositions, Conjunctions, and Interjections 

Homework: No Red Ink (Prepositions, Conjunctions, and Interjections);  Reading Notes part 3; 
Rough Draft Process Essay  

Week 6:  

September 28th - October 2nd 

Writing Lab; How to Cite Sources; Colon & Semi-colons;  



 

Homework: No Red Ink (Colons & Semi-Colons);  Reading Notes part 4; Final Draft Process 
Essay Due Friday, October 2nd 

Week 7: 

October 5th - 9th 

Definition Essay; Midterm Review; Rough Draft Editing 

Homework:  Reading Notes part 5 

Week 8:  

October 12th - 15th (Fall Break) 

Cause/Effect; Midterm Exam 

Homework: Rough Draft Cause/Effect Essay 

Week 9:  

October 19th - 23rd 

Writing Lab; Works Cited Page; Subjects & Predicates 

Homework: No Red Ink (Subjects & Predicates); Reading Notes part 6; Final Draft Cause/Effect 
Essay Due Friday, October 23rd 

Week 10:  

October 26th - 30th 

Classification/Division; Phrases & Clauses 

Homework: No Red Ink (Phrases & Clauses); Reading Notes part 7 

Week 11:  

November 2nd - 6th 

Compare/Contrast; Commas 

Homework: No Red Ink (Commas); Reading Notes part 8; Rough Draft Compare/Contrast Essay 

Week 12: 

November 9th - 13th 

Writing Lab; Parallelism 

Homework: No Red Ink (Parallelism); Final Draft Compare/Contrast Essay Due Friday, 
November 13th 



 

Week 13:  

November 16th - 20th 

Argument; 8th Types of Sentences  

Homework: No Red Ink (Types of Sentences) 

Week 14:  

November 23rd - 24th (Thanksgiving Break) 

Building an Argument 

Week 15:  

November 30th - December 4th 

Writing Lab; Final Exam Review 

Homework: Final Draft Argument Essay Due Tuesday, December 8th  

Week 16:  

December 7th - 10th 

Finals Week 
 


